
Athen Township Parks and Recreation  

January 2026 

ATPR – Meets the last Monday of each month before the Athen Township 
Supervisors meeting on the last Wednesday of the month.  

The meeting is held at the Athens Township Building at 45 Herrick Avenue in 
Athens Township. 

This commission is currently made up of Meade T. Murtland (Chairman) and Chris 
Watson, George Crowell, William Steimel 

Parks System Maintenance Supervisor – Barry Bronson 

Daily parks gate attendants – Janine Dawson (Primary) 

- Spencer Underdown (backup) 

For Pavilion rentals and information call the Township offices at: 570-888-2325 

1. Call to order  
2. Voice of the Citizens - 
3. Community Service Projects –   
4. Financial and Bills for the month – (Available on request) 
5. Old Business –  

   I have met with Eagle Scout candidate Elizabeth Denlinger and officially signed 
off on the completion of her Eagle Project at Round Top Park on Monday 1/19/26. 
Elizabeth will be joining us at our February meeting to present to the board a 
presentation of her project. 

       Work on the Round Top tower site has begun. Have been in contact with Travis 
Fox   with PSP about access to the Round Top site and agreed that the continued 
use of our “lock chain” makes the most sense. 

         Construction activity by vendors working with Tioga County on the state tower 
project as well as Spectrum and Rural Electric/Penelec who will doing their 
respective projects will continue through the winter months as condition and 
construction schedules allow. 

       All necessary paperwork has been submitted to DCNR/EMHR and we are 
waiting for the reimbursement check on our pavilion project at Trs Landing.  

       Vandalism continues to be a problem with someone doing donuts in the grassy 
area of Toziers Landing as well as spray painting one of our park signs. This has 
been reported to ATPD. 



 

        Continuing to work on the stray/feral cat issue at Toziers Landing. I have been 
in contact with two or three of the people who are trying to help with this problem. At 
this time  a total of 6 cats have been caught and relocated leaving approximately 5 
left. Contact with 2 animal shelter organization has been both helpful and 
frustrating.  

A recommendation has been made by ATPR that a stray/feral cat ordinance be 
developed and that recommendation has been passed on to the township solicitor 
and the Board of Supervisors.  In the meantime the removal of the existing 
temporary homes for these feral cats has been halted due to the extremely cold 
weather. This is a process and it is proceeding along.                                                            

The holiday star on Round Top was again placed and lite with the help of ATPR 
commission members and a local crane service at no cost to the township. The star 
will remain up until the weather and scheduling allow for it to be taken down and 
stored. 

 

New Business  

We will be scheduling a meeting with ASA softball and the Girls Softball League to 
talk about the practice fields at both Jim King Park and Round Top Park. These 
organizations have expressed an interest in partnering with ATPR to improve and 
the fields for 2026. 

Bill Stimal and I will be working on parks grants for 2026 and beyond. These grants 
would be used for things like lighting and camera security, parking lot improvements 
and pavilion improvements and maintenance. 

FYI we will be most likely looking at a new front deck mowing machine for 2026. Our 
current one is starting to cost us more in repair costs. The current one (Snapper 61 
inch cut)we have had since 2013 which makes it appox. 12 years old. We will be 
using the current one as a backup upon getting a new one which is projected to cost 
between 18 and 20K. the new one would be a Grasshopper front deck model with a 
61 inch cut.  

Barry has gathered information on a new mowing machine and we will be reviewing 
and making recommendations at an upcoming meeting. 

FYI the Parks Truck is beginning to cost us more and more to keep running. Barry 
thinks he can keep it running for a while BUT we need to start thinking about a new 
truck.   



We have received communications from DO GOOD BE GOOD LLC / DBA: Eagle 
Water Kayak Rentals who wishes to present a business plan for a kayak rental 
business that he would like to seasonally stage at Toziers Landing.  

 

 

Executive Session (If needed) 

 
6. Next meeting will be  on February 23rd  

 
7. Adjourn  

 
 


